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Hello and welcome to Merrydale’s first
Reading for Pleasure newsletter where we
will be sharing news about what is going on
throughout school to support our children
in accessing and enjoying books. We have
had a great Autumn term promoting a love
of books, developing reading initiatives
and getting our teeth into a range of good
books in class!

Upcoming Dates
1st -8th February—National
Storytelling Week
5th March—World Book Day

If you would like to spend your lunchtime
with a good book then come along to the
reading shed!

A number of children across our school
have volunteered their time to become
Reading Ambassadors. They are
instrumental in the running of the reading
shed and are looking forward to taking
control of this newsletter and sharing their
book recommendations with you all.

In early February we will be joining our
partner DSAT schools in celebrating a love
of reading by taking
part in a carpool
readeoke challenge.
Opening Times
Monday– Friday
12.30—1pm

Details to follow
shortly.
#CarpoolReadeoke
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What can parents do at home to
support their child’s reading
development?
Read every night for up to
twenty minutes.
Listen to your child read. This
helps them to develop their
fluency.
Read to your child. This will help
them to understand how to use
expression to bring stories to
life and develop their own voice
as readers.
After listening to them, or
reading to them, ask them some
of the questions about what
they have read.
Talk about the meanings of new
words.
Read the same book again and
again if you have to!
St Barnabus Library
French Road
Leicester
LE5 4AH
Phone: 0116 454 3250
Monday
9.30am - 5pm
Tuesday
9.30am - 7pm
Wednesday 9.30am - 7pm
Thursday
9.30am - 7pm
Friday
9.30am - 5pm
Saturday
10am - 4pm
Sunday
Closed

Kate DiCamillo

Born: 25th March, 1964
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, US
In 2000, her first novel, Because of Winn-Dixie, was
published.
She mainly writes books which have themes relating
to animals.
She won a Newbery Medal in 2004 for The Tale of Despereaux (2003) and another in 2014 for Flora & Ulysses: The Illuminated Adventures.
FUN FACTS
• She always makes herself write two pages every
day.
• She says making up fun names for the characters of
her books is the easiest part of writing.
• She doesn’t have her own dog but says she is ‘aunt’
to a terrier-poodle called Henry.

Each recommended read list contains 50 books suitable for children in the specified year group. These
lists consist of a variety of fiction and non-fiction books for a range of abilities and interests. As a school
we thought it was extremely important to have access to the texts we are recommending and so have
purchased a copy of each text. These can be found in each year group in their ‘Recommended Read
Library’. Please ask your teacher if you would like to borrow one.
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