
Our World – Geography curriculum focus 

8 lessons – 12hrs Topic Overview Pupils Should Be Taught To:  

Yr 3 – Rainforests 
(Environmental focus: 
deforestation) 

Pupils will be taught what rainforests 
are and where they are located (with 
particular focus on the Amazon 
rainforest). They will begin to explore 
some of the plant and animals that live 
in the rainforests and learn why the 
rainforests are important. They will 
learn about some of the 
threats/conservation issues facing the 
rainforests and to think about what can 
be done to protect them. 
 

- locate the equator, tropics of Cancer and Capricorn on a world 
map 
- locate and map the areas of the world containing rainforests 
- describe the key aspects of a tropical climate 
- identify Brazil and the Amazon rainforest as part of South 
America 
- describe and understand the features of the layers of a 
rainforest. 
- describe some of the animals and plants living in the rainforest. 
- explain why rainforests are important. 
- explain the effects humans are having on the rainforests – 
deforestation - and what can be done to protect them.  
 

Use Atlases and maps to locate 
rainforests 
 
 

Yr 4 – Climate 
(Environmental focus:  
climate change) 

Pupils will learn what climate is and the 
different world climate zones. They will 
identify the climate in particular places 
and learn that climate affects the types 
of plants and animals found in different 
biomes. They will be taught what 
climate change is; some of the causes 
and the effects that climate change is 
having around the world and how 
climate change could be stopped. 
 

- understand and explain the difference between weather and 
climate  
- locate the equator, tropics of Cancer and Capricorn and the 
poles on a world map 
- locate and map the different climate zones – polar, temperate, 
arid, tropical, Mediterranean and mountain 
- identify the key features of different climate zones 
- understand that climate affects the types of plants and animals 
that are found in different biomes in the climate zones 
- explain what climate change is and how climate is changing 
- identify some of the causes of climate change 
- identify the impact that climate change is having around the 
world 
- identify some ways in which climate change can be stopped 
  

Use atlases – location 
Mapping – climate zones & 
biomes 

Yr 5 – Water: rivers & 
oceans (Environmental 
focus: flooding) 

Pupils will learn the names and locations 
of the major rivers of the UK and the 
world. They will be taught the features a 
river following the journey of a river 
through its upper, middle and lower 
course; from its source in the 
mountains, through the meanders of 
flatter land, to the estuary and its 

- explain the water cycle (revise & recall from Yr 4 sci) 
- locate & map the key world rivers including the longest rivers 
on each continent (excluding Antarctica – no rivers)  
- locate & map key rivers in the UK (including the River Severn 
(longest), The Thames and the River Soar) 
- explain how rivers are formed 
- identify the features a river and how the surrounding landscape 
changes from source to mouth. 

Use Atlas/Google Earth to 
identify rivers of the world & 
UK. 
Challenge – identify & name 
source of each river & 
sea/ocean they flow into. 
Label photos & diagrams of 
journey of a river.  



mouth. They will also understand the 
process of flooding and why and how 
rivers breach their banks and the impact 
this can have on people and places. 
 

- understand and explain why rivers are important/some of their 
uses 
- describe and explain how and why rivers flood 
- use case studies from UK floods to explain the impact flooding 
can have on people and places 
 

Use of digimap to identify the 
course of a UK river? 
Make a 3d model? 
Fieldwork? 

Yr 6 – Global Trade 
(environmental focus: 
fairtrade) 

Pupils will be taught about global trade 
& develop an understanding of what this 
is; how it has changed over time and 
how the physical and human geography 
of countries across the world affects 
their imports and exports. They will 
develop an understanding of fairtrade 
and the positive economic, 
environmental and social benefits that it 
can provide. 
 

- explain what trade is and how it has become increasingly 

globalised 

- use maps and atlases to locate the source of popular food 

products  

- understand and explain ‘import’ and ‘export’ and consider the 
geographical reasons of why we import food.  
- track the global supply chain of a product eg cotton clothing 
and the multi-stop journey these goods go through from source 
to sale and the different locations involved 
-  interpret and evaluate data related to global trade 
- use the geographical terms ‘more developed’ (developed) and 
‘less developed’ (developing) countries and how these relate to 
fairtrade 
- understand and explain the postive benefits of fairtrade  
 

Atlas 
Survey – food/clothing 

 


